
Signing Off
The completed form F is signed off 
by the applicants and the assessor

Fostering Panel
Presentation of Form F to the 
Independent Fostering Panel. 
Panel makes a recommendation 
whether or not to approve.

Approval
The ‘Agency Decision Maker’ ratifies 
the panel recommendation. 
The applicant is now an 
approved Foster Carer.

Start of fostering A social worker is allocated and the carer is put on the 
‘Vacancy List’ awaiting the placement of a child. 

Initial Enquiry
By phone, email, 
chat, forum

Checks
CRB, Health, LA, References

Training
Skills to Foster training

ENQUIRY STAGE

ASSESSMENT STAGE
~ 4 months

Application / Info Pack
If you are interested we send you 
an application pack for you to 
complete and send back to us.

Initial Visit
If we feel you may be suitable to 
become a foster carer, we’ll visit your 
home to find out more about you.

Assessment
We hold regular assessment 
meetings with the applicant.

Form F Assessment
A social worker is commissioned to 
carry out the full fostering 
assessment.


